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Darfur activists to rally at VISA headquarters 
Will urge Olympic corporate sponsor to act against genocide 
San Francisco, CA May 6, 2008 – On Friday, May 16, Darfur advocates and activists from all over the state will follow up on their Olympic torch relayprotest by rallying at VISA headquarters.  They will continue the campaign leading up to the 2008 Olympics in Beijing by asking VISA, as a corporate sponsor of the Olympics, to urge China to help end the genocide in Darfur. This event is one of a series taking place around the country Olympic sponsors who have not acted to help bring peace to Darfur.   
 
VISA has failed to engage with China regarding the Darfur genocide, despite repeated requests by Dream for Darfur, who gave VISA a grade of D- in its April 2008 Olympic sponsors report card. As Sudan’s chief diplomatic sponsor, major weapons provider, and largest foreign investor and trade partner, China is in a unique position to help bring peace and security to the people of Darfur. Specifically, China should use its influence on the Sudanese government so that it permits the swift, full and effective deployment of the UNAMID peacekeeping force; implements the North-South peace deal and participate constructively in the Darfur peace process; and allows the unfettered delivery of humanitarian aid in Darfur and Eastern Chad. 
 
WHEN:       May 16, 2008, 4:00PM 
 
WHERE:     Mission Plaza next to VISA Headquarters, 123 Mission Street, San Francisco, CA 
 
WHO: Rabbi Lee Bycel, American Jewish World Service
 Nikki Serapio, Director, Americans Against the Darfur Genocide
 Mohamed Suleiman, Darfuri resident of California, SF Bay Area Darfur Coalition
 Rohan Shamapant, Vice President of the Darfur Action Committee at UCLA 
 
###

Darfur Action Committee at UCLA is a coalition of activists and student groups at UCLA that raises awareness about the crisis in Darfur and mobilizes citizen action. DAC at UCLA is part of STAND: A Student Anti-Genocide Coalition (www.STANDnow.org) which comprises more than 700 high school and college chapters throughout the United States and internationally. STAND mobilizes students to take action to stop and prevent genocide by educating, advocating, and fundraising for civilian protection. STAND is the student division of the Genocide Intervention Network. 
 
Dream for Darfur: Olympic Dream for Darfur is a global advocacy campaign whose goal is to secure protection for civilians in Darfur. Its strategy is to use the 2008 Olympics to focus attention on the special relationship between Sudan and China. China, host of the next Olympics, is uniquely positioned to exert real and consequential influence to help resolve the crisis in Darfur. For more information. Visit www.dreamfordarfur.org.
 
San Francisco Bay Area Darfur Coalition is an alliance of numerous area-wide organizations, groups and individuals working to stop the genocide in Darfur, end war in the Sudan and promote anti-genocide strategies. Contact at http://www.darfursf.org & info@darfursf.org and 415-221-8400.
