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SF Bay Area Darfur Coalition, Award-Winning Filmmaker Premiere “Sudan365: A Beat for Peace in San Francisco” 
-Sundance Award Winning Filmmaker Jared Callahan Brings his Talents to Bay Area Activism-
SAN FRANCISCO  (10 April 2010) – The SF Bay Area Darfur Coalition (SFBADC) and award-winning filmmaker Jared Callahan today release a short film, “Sudan 365: A Beat for Peace in San Francisco,” to mark the national elections being held in Sudan April 11-13. The film, which features local citizens and artists “drumming for peace” in well-known locations throughout SF and elsewhere, is the San Francisco Bay Area’s contribution to a coordinated global action during which activists in 18 countries around the world will call on Sudanese parties to ensure that the upcoming elections do not become a flashpoint for increased violence and human rights abuses.  
A copy of the film can be viewed at www.darfursf.org. 

In recent days, many opposition parties have withdrawn from critical parts of the elections citing concerns that the election will not be free and fair and reports of widespread restrictions on basic freedoms. Campaigners fear that although the eyes of the world will turn to Sudan during the elections there will be inadequate focus on the human rights situation on the ground. Events are taking place from Mali to Norway, South Africa to Israel, Senegal to Northern Ireland (a full list of locations will be posted at www.sudan365.org) as part of a global ‘beat for peace’ that is backed by famous drummers including Stewart Copeland from The Police, Phil Selway from Radiohead, Ghanian drummer Mustafa Tettey Addey and Middle Eastern pop star Mohamed Munir.
SF Bay Area citizens have participated in global events for Sudan since 2006 at rallies, interfaith calls for peace, a die-in, and at numerous college and high school campuses throughout Northern California. This year, Sundance award-winning filmmaker Jared Callahan directed a short film featuring San Francisco City Supervisor Eric Mar; Fija Reed, a University of San Francisco student and the daughter of Allan Reed, the former USAID Representative to Sudan; and members of the Lost Boys of Sudan refugee community who live in San Jose as they share their concerns about Sudan’s upcoming elections, while San Francisco drummers, Brian Fruechtenicht, owner of Dynamic Drumming Studio, and Jake Stueckle, a freshman at SOTA (School of the Arts), provide San Francisco’s contribution to the global beat for peace. 
SFBADC urges all concerned citizens to join ‘Sudan Watch’, a project launched by Sudanese civil society to keep a vigil over events in Sudan and report on any violations occurring during the elections by following the steps at www.sudan365.org. Activists can also follow Sudan365 on Twitter (twitter.com/sudan365).

Background:

The Comprehensive Peace Agreement of 2005 (CPA) that ended Sudan’s 20-year long North-South war mandates national elections that will be held April 11-13, 2010.  The elections are intended to be an important step in the democratic transformation of Sudan. However, political repression and other human rights violations and the withdrawal of opposition parties prevent a free, fair, and credible vote.  
 
Concerned citizens around the world are targeting April 10 to focus global attention on Sudan in the hopes of protecting civilians in an atmosphere many fear may instigate violence. “Freedom of speech, assembly and the press are lacking in Sudan. Major opposition parties have withdrawn from the coming elections. Many Sudanese fear continuing human rights violations and renewed violence if al-Bashir is elected through elections that are neither fair nor free”, said Mohamed Suleiman, a Darfuri and President of the SFBADC. 
###

Jared Callahan is assistant director of “Short-term 12”, winner of the 2009 U.S. Jury Prize for short films at the Sundance Film Festival and considered for a 2010 Academy Award. 
 
The Lost Boys of Sudan were separated from their families during Sudan’s civil war.  After walking first to Ethiopia and then to Kenya and after surviving the threat of starvation, wild animals and disease, over 3,800 young men were invited to the United States to live and to pursue an education.  The Lost Boys who participated in the film are Gabriel Makuei, Peter Akau, Mario Bol, Garang Akau, Elijah Reik, Angelo Deng Nyibek, Awan Anyieth, Deng Kuch Abui, and Deng Kuach.
 
The San Francisco Bay Area Darfur Coalition (www.darfursf.org) is an alliance of San Francisco Bay Area organizations, groups, and individuals working to stop the genocide in Darfur, help end war in and bring peace to Sudan, and promote anti-genocide strategies
